37.4       Power of Speech i& the Confessors

persecution, Scattered' the Catholics far and Wide, as
St. Gregory observes in:a passage which is to follow;
many fled the country; others concealed themselves.
Under such circumstances, a writer would not know
even where his nearest friends were to be found; and
in this case Victor specified one of the Confessors who
had been welcomed by an orthodox capital and court,
and had the opportunity of exhibiting in security the
miraculous, gift wrought in him.
- 224: ^Eneas of Gaza was the contemporary of
Victor. When a Gentile, he had been a philosopher
and rhetorician, and did not altogether throw offliis pro-
fession of Platonism when he became a Christian. He
wrote a Dialogue on the Immortality of the Soul and
the Resurrection of the,. Body; and in it, after giving
various. instances of miracles, he proceeds, in the
character of Axitheus, to speak of the miracle of the
African Confessors: " Other such things have been
and will be; but what took place the other day, I
suppose you have seen yourself. A bitter tyranny is
oppressing the,greater Africa; and humanity and or-
thbdoxy have no influence over tyranny. Accordingly
this tyrant takes, offence at the piety of his subjects,
and commands the priests to deny their glorious
dogma. When they refuse, O the impiety! he cuts

out the' characteristics of the evidence for the Scripture Mira-
cles,, in contrast with all others so considered; but Middleton
and Douglas are unsafe' guides, and it is no exaltation of Christ
to l$wer His Saints.